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T ANBASSADOR BUMNKER

DELIVER OPENIfG OF BUSINESS

CLLOWIFG IS THE TEXT OF PRESIDENT THIEU'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT

BEGIN TEXT, QUOTE .

SATIGON, NOVEMBER 26 1972

DEAR MR, PRESIDENT,

I vouLh L VE TO AVAIL MYSELF OF THE OPPORTUNITY OF MY SPECIAL
ASSISTANT FOR FOREIGHN AFFAIRS, DR. NGUYEN PHU DUC'S CALL ON YOU
T0 SEND YU MY WARM PERSOHAL R""ARDQ AND MY APPRECIATION FOR THE
FRANKHNESS OF YOUR MESSAGES TO ME IN THE PAST FEW DAYS.

I MAVE STUDIED VERY CAREFULLY YOUR MESSAGES AND THE REPORTS FROM

Y AMBASSADORS IN PARIS ON THE HT"TI“"S BETWEEN YOUR REPRESENTATIVES
AND THE NHORTH VIETNAMESE, /

HIS EXCELLENCY RICHARD M. HNIXON,
PRESIDENT QF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERTEA
THE WHITE ROUSE

WASHINGTIOK D.C.

IT HAS vow BECOME CLEAR TO ME THAT AFTER FOUR DAYS OF TALKS, THE
COMMIINIST SIDE HAS NOT SHOWN ANY GOOD WILL IN CONSIDERING THE MOD-
IFICATIONS WE HpVE PROPOSED TO THE DRAFT AGREEMENT IN ORDER TO ARRIVE

AT AN HONORABLE SETTLEMENT OF THE WAR. ON THE CONTRARY, THE NORTH

UTRTNANESE HMAUE DISPLAYED EXTREME INTRANSIGENCE BY AGAIN RAISING
THIIR I'NRTASONARLE DEMANDS. T”FY OBSTINATELY REFUSE TO RESOLVE THE
PROZLEM POSED BY THE PRESENCE OF OVER 304,729 OF THEIR TROOPS

IN THE SOUTH, WHICH WILL STAY ON EVEN AFTFR THE PEACE AGREEMENT IS
CONCLIMED, THEY ALSO TRY TO IMPOSE Of US A STRUCTURE OF POWER CALLED
THT "VATINONAL COMNCIL OF NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND CONCORD™ WITH
THREE Farral, SEGMENTS WHOSE FUNCTIONS FAR EXCEED THE RESPONSIBILITIES
OF At ELECTION COMMISSION AND IMNFRINRE UPON THE LEGAL PREROGATIVES

OF THE ZOVERNMENT. ‘



CAS T MAVE CLEARLY STATED IN MY LETTER TO YOU ON NOVEMBER 13, 1972
AND TH THE MEMORANDUM OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIFTNAM
OH THAT SAME DATE, I VIEW THAT THOSE Tw0 PROBLEMS ARE BASIC PRO-
BLENS Off WHICH DEPENDS THE LIFE OR DEATH OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE
NATIOHN,

0 THE FIRST BASIC PROBLEM WHICH IS THE CONTINUED PRESENCE OF NORTH
VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN THE SOUTH AFTER THE S1GNING OF THE AGREEMENT,
I WwISH . TO STRESS HERE THAT IT IS A PROBLEM OF VITAL IMPORTANCE TO
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&“ STIPULATED BY THE 1954 GEKEVA AGREEMENTS ON VIETNAM, NORTH AND
SOUTH VIETHAM ARE TWO DISTINCT ZOMNES AND PENDING REUNIFICATIOR THEY
HAVE TO RESPECT EACH OTHER'S TERRITORY AND SOVEREIGNTY. HOWEVER,
NORTH VIETNANM IN ITS RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF ITS POLICY OF EXPANSION
AND DOMIMATION HAS BLATANTLY VIOLATED THESE AGREEMENTS.

IT HAS SEXT ITS TROOPS TO WAGE AGGRESSION AGAINST SOUTH VIETNAM FOR
WORE THAN 15 YEARS, AND MORE RECENTLY THEY OPENLY VIOLATED THE
TETERUATIONAL DEMARCATION LINE BY LAUNCHING THEIR MASSIVE INVASION
LATE MARCH OF TPIS YEAR.,

ALTHOUGH THIS pLL-0OUT OVVVNGIVE COMPLETELY FAILED, THE COMMUNISTS
HAVE 0T YET RriP””CVD THEIR OBJECTIVF? AND HAVE “OT PUT AND END TO
THEIR AGGRESSION

THE VICTORY TME COMMUNISTS COULD NOT ACHIEUE BY 1HE FORCE OF fRNMS
0f TFE BATTLEFIELDS THROUGHOUT THESE YEARS AND ESPECIALLY DURING THE
PAST SEVEMN MONTHS, THEY STILL TRY TO ACHIEVE IT THROUGH THE TERMS

OF THE AGREEMENT AUVANTAGEOUS TO THEIR SIDE, COUPLED WITH A MILITARY
OFFENSIVE, AT A LATER STAGE, THEY WILL PROBABLY ATTEMPT A GENERAL
UPRISIEZ OHCE ALL US TROOPS ARE WITHDRAWN. THE CESSATION OF THE
BONBINC AKD MINING OF NORTH VIETNAM TOGETHER WITH THE MAINTAINING

OF SEVERAL HUNDRED THOUSAND NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN SOUTH VIET-
NAK WILL PP?ATV FAVORABLE CONDITIONS FOR THE COMMUNISTS TO CARRY

OUT THEIR AGGRESSIVE PLANS. THIS 1S NOT A SPECULATION BUT THE
FOLICY "HICH THE COMMUNIST REGIME IN NORTH VIETNAM HAS PUBLICLY
ADVOCATED, 'THEIR CADRES MAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED ON HOW TO

IMPLEMENT THIS POLICY BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER THE CEASEFIRE, AND

TEROICHOUT THE POLITICAL PROCESS AS CONTEMPLATED IN THE DRAFT
AGREEMENT .

K § *AT*T”TNT”P THEIR TROOPS IN THE SOUTH, BESIDES MILITARY ADVANT-
AGES, THE HORTH VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS SCEK TO INFLUENCF THE

"T P ‘Al POLITICAL PROCESS IN SOUTH VIETNAM PREVENTING THE SOUTH
VIET{AEST PEOPLE FROM EXERCISING THEIR RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION.



THE 367,779 NORTH VIETMAMESE TROOPS IN SOUTH VIETNAM ARE AGGRESSORS
RESPCNSICLE FOR THE KILLING OF COUNTLESS INNOCENT SOUTH VIETNAMESE
PEOPLE. THEY AR EXTERNAL FORCES, ILLEGALLY INTRODUCED INTO SOUTH
VIETkaM, AS LONE AS THEY STAY IN SOUTH VIETNAM, IT WOULD BE
DIFFICULT EVEN FOR THE SOLDIERS AND POLITICAL CADRES OF THE MNLF

TO FRETLY EXPRESS THEIR POLITICAL VIEWS AND TO OPT FREELY FOR THE
POLITICAL SOLUTIOM OF THEIR CHOICE, A FORTIORI, IT IS EVEN MORE
DIFFICULT FOR THE UNARMED CIVILIANS OF SOUTH VIETNAM TO EX-

ERCI3ZE THEIR RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION,

I CAN ASSURE YOU IN ALL SINCERITY THAT IF THE NORTH VIETMAMESE TROOPS
. WITHDRA" COMPLETELY FROM SOUTH VIETNAM, WE CAN RAPIDLY AND PEACE-
FULLY SETTLE THE INTERNAL PROBLEMS BETWEEN THE NLF AND US. I AM
COXFIDERT THAT I WILL SUCCEED BECAUSE I BELIEVE THAT AMONG SOUTH VIET-
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5T, THERE ARE NO OBSTACLES THAT CANNOT BE OVERCOME., ONCE THE NLF IS

ABLE TO FREE ITSELF FROM HANOI'S HOLD, IT WILL NOT NECESSARILY
ESPOUSE ALL HANOI®'S DEMANDS, EVEN THOUGH THE SOUTHERN VIETCONG

FIGHT UHLDER HANOI'S BANNER, THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT ALL OF THEM SHARE
THE SAME MOTIVES AND OBJECTIVES AS THE NORTH VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS.
MORE THAN 222,209 RETURNEES, MOST OF THEM SOUTH VIETNAMESE, ATTESTED
T0 TKIZ FACT. THE SMOULDERING DISENCHANTMENT OF MANY ELEMENTS IN

THE NLF U'NITS WHICH ARE BET!G CONTROLLE! %ﬁg}@p B% COMMP AL,

MORTH VIETHAMESE CADRES IS WELL KHOWN. | L THRS
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NOVEMBER 38, 1972

TO: AMBASSADOR BUNKER
FRONM: HEHNRY A. ¥ISSINGER

DELIVER OPENING OF BUSINESS

THE FEAR THAT THE NLF WOULD NO LONGER SHARE THEIR VIEWS AND SFRVE
THEIR PURPOSE FAS PROMPTED THE NORTH VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS TO SCATTER
THEIR CADRES INTO MILITARY AND POLITICAL UNITS AT THE VILLAGE AND
- HANMLET LEVEL IN ORDER TO CONTROL AND DIRECT THE SOUTHERN ELEMENTS.
THIZ PROCESS HAS BEEN GOIMG ON.FOR MORE THAN THREE YEARS NOW. THIS IS
ALSO A SCHEME TO “SOUTHERNIZE™ A GREAT NUMBER OF NORTH VIETNAMESE
CADRES IN ORDER TO HAVE THEM STAY PERMANENTLY IN THE SOUTH. THIS
BRINGE ABOUT A CHANGE IN THE COMPOSITION OF THE NLF ARMED FORCES
WHI ARE HMOW MADE OF 7@ PER CENT OR 83 PER CENT NORTH VIETNAMESE
ELEMINTS, EVEN IN THE DELTA WHERE IT WAS ASSUMED THAT THE COMMUNISTS
WOULD HAVE NO DIFFICULTY RECRUITING SOUTHMERN ELEMENTS FOR THEIR UNITS.

IN BRIEF, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM AND THE NLF WILL
HAVE WAYS OF ACHIEVING UNDERSTANDING AND RECONCILIATION WITH ONE AN-
OTHER IF THE NLF COULD BE FREF FROM THE CLOSE SURVEILLANCE OF THE
NORTH VIETKAMESE, 1IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES I AM CONVINCED THAT I CaN
ACRIEVE RAPID PROGRESS IN THAT RESPECT.

BUT IF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS CONTINUE TO STAY IN SOUTH VIETNAM
IN ORDER TO CONTROL AND DIRECT THE NLF PEOPLE, THEN THE LATTER

IEDEED WILL MOT BE FREE TO EXERCIS® THEIR POLITICAL RIGHTS AND
THE HLF WwILL THUS CONTINUE TO BE THE INSTRUMENT OF THE COMMUNIST

RORTH VIETNAM, DESIGNED TO ACHIEVE THE OBJECTIVES OF HANOI IN SOUTH

VIETHAN,

THERE IS ANOTHER ASPECT TO THIS QUESTION, THE COMMUNIST MORTH
VIFTUANES ARE SEEKING THE TOTAL AND UNCONDITIOMNAL WITHDRAWAL OF THE
UE AND ALLTIED FORCES FROM SOUTH VIETHNAM WHILE THEY WANT TO EST-
ARLISH THE PRINCIPLE THAT THEY HAVE THE RIGHT TO MAINTAIN THEIR
TROCPS IN THE SONHTH, IF THIS IS TO HAPPEN, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE
AGGRES3ORS WOULD APPEAR AS THE LIBERATORS OF THE SOUTH WHILE THE !
"< AxD OTHER ALLTED TROOPS wWOULD BE CAST IN THE ROLE OF AGGRESSORS.
AS FOR THE ARVN COMBATANTS WHO ARE FIGHTING FOR THE INDENCE AND \
FREEDON OF THEIR COUNTRY, THEY WOULD BE CONSIDERED AS MERCEMNARIES

OF FOREIGH AGGRESSORS.

SU'CH A RCVERSAL OF THE ROLES WILL HELP ENORMOUSLY THE COMMUNIST IN
THZTR SCHEME TO ERASE SOUTH VIETHAM OUT OF THE INDOCHINA MAP, AND
TD ESTABLISH THE RULE OF HANOI OVER THE WHOLE VIETNAM FROM THE NA
GUAN PASS ON THE CHINESE BORDER TO THE SOUTHERNMOST POINT OF CA.
MAtl. :



ORN ;V” "VC“ND BthC PRDQLFV RFLATIN TO THE POLITICAL SOLUTION, WE
VIEYW THAT THE COMMUNIST TFRMQ ARE AIMED AT IMPOSING ON US A DIS-
GUISED COALITION- -GOVERNMENT.,

RY TUETR "RREASONABLE DEMANDS, THFE NORTH VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS

MAKE A.MOCKERY OF THE PRINCIPLE OF SELF DETERMINATION. THEY WANT

IO TMPOZE ON THE SOQUTH VIETNAMFSE PECPLE A PREFABRICATED AND
ARPRITRARY FORMULA WHICH DOES MOT REFLECT THE POLITICAL REALITIES
I8 SoUTH VIETNAM., THEIR OBVIOUS PURPOSE IS TO USE THIS FORMULA
AS A MEA!NT TO GRADUALLY TAKE OVER SOUTH VIETNAM AND PUT IT. UNDER
COMMUKIST CONTROL.

FOR OUR PART, REGARDING A P? IITICOL SOLUTION FOR SOUTH VIETNAM,

OUR ONLY PW‘C’RN IS TO ENABLE ALL SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE TO

FREELY DETERMINE THEIR POLITICAL FUTURE AND CHOOSE THEIR OWN WAY

OF LIFE, THROUGH FREE AND DEMOCRATIC PROCESS WITHOUT OUTSIDE INTER=-
FEREKCF, WHEREVER IT MAY COME FRCM AND WHATEVER FORM IT MAY HAVE,

POLITICAL OR MILITARY.

THE UHIT"D STATES GOVERNMENT HAS ALWAYS ADVOCATED IT AND STATED ON
VARICUS CCCASIONS THAT A POLITICAL SOLUTION FOR SOUTH VIETNAM

SHOULD 3* DETERMINED BY THE SOUTHE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE THEMSELVES, AND
SHOULD REFLECT THE EXISTING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE POLITICAL .
FORCES. 1IN THIS REGARD, WE HAVE BEEN GREATLY ENCOURAGED BY YOUR DE-
CLARATIONS THAT WHAT IS IMPORTANT FOR SOUTH VIET&AM IS NOT WHAT OTHER
D”“D?_ WANT FOR SOUTH VIETNAM, BUT WHAT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE
Wwakl FCR THEMESELVES.

CONSEQUENTLY, WE BELIEVE THAT THE TIME HAS COME TO IMPLEMENT THAT
P?I'”I?Lt IN A CORRECT MANMNER., WE CONSIDER THAT IN SOUTH VIETNAM AND
AMOES THE SOQUTH VIETNAMESE POPULATION, THERE IS A GROUP OPPOSED TO

THE ZOVIRHMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, UNDER THE NAME OF THE NAT-
1062l LIZERATION FRONT. WE HAVE GONE A LONG WAY FROM CONSIDER-

ING THE HLF MEMBERS FIRST AS REBELS WITHOUT ANY REPRESENTATIVE
CHARACTFR TO ACKNOWLEDGING THE NLF AS A POLITICAL REALITY, THEN TO
ADMITTING THEM TO THE PEACE TALKS, TO INVITING THEM TO HOLD DIRECT
PHISLIC OR PRIVATE TALKS WITH 1S ANYWHERE ANYTIME, AND NOW EVEN ASKING
THENM TO JOIN US IN ESTABLISHING THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL RECONCILIATION
AtD CCNC2RD WITH TWO EQUAL COMPONENTS, EVEN THOUGH THEY CONTROL ONLY A
VERY SMALL PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION, AS EARLY AS JULY 19839,

WE OFFERED TD ENTER INTO NEGOTIATION WITH THEM AS TO RESOLVE aALL THE
MILTTARY AND POLITICAL INTERNAL PROBLEMS OF SOUTH VIETNAM THROUGH
PEACEFIL MEANS aND BY wAY OF FREE AND DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS. THIS
NFFER IS EVIDENCE OF OUR SINCERE GOODWILL IN THE SEARCH FOR PEACE
TFROUSH NATIONAL RECONCILIATION TO END ALL FORMS OF HATRED AND ENMITY,

THE TwD RBASIC PROBLEMS T JUST MENTIONED AND WHICH I THINK WILL DETER-
*Iﬁf THE FATE OF THE 17 MILLION AND A HALF SOUTH VIETNAMESE STILL RE-

YAIN THZ CORE OF THE OVERALL SETTLEMENT., 1IN THE FACE OF THE COMMUN-
I%T FXTREMT INTRANSIGENCE, WE HAVE SHOWN OUR UTMOST GOODWILL BY PRO-
PNg

TUR UERY FORTHCOMING SOLUTIONS TO THOSE TWO ESSENTIAL PROBLEMS.
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EROM: HENRY A. XISSINGER

DELIVER OPENING OF BUSINESS

Of THE PRODLEM OF THE PRESENCE OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS, WE HAVE
MADE A VERY CONCILIATING PROPOSAL AND REQUESTED YOUR REPRESSNTATIVES
TO CONVEY TO THE NORTH VIETNANESE THFE FOLLOWING FORMULA ¢ IN THE
- FIRST PHeSE, WHICH IS THE PHASE BETWEEN ALL BELLIGERENTS CONCURRENT-
‘LY WITH THE 1S AND ALLIED TROOPS WHICH WILL HAVE TO WITHDRAW COMPLETE-
LY FROM SOUTH VIETNAM WITHIN 82 DAYS AFTER THE SIGNING OF THFE AGREE-
MENT, THT NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS WILL HAVE ALSO TO WITHDRAW COMPLETELY
FROM SOUTH VIETKAM BACK TO NORTH VIETNAM WITHIN THE SAME DELAY.
T EN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, WHICH IS THE VICTIM OF AGGRESSION,
IS WwILLTN® TO REDUCE THE EFFECTIVES OF ITS ARMED FORCES BY A
"MIM3ER FoUAl TO.THE NUMBER OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS THUS
WITHDRAWY FROM SQUTH VIETNAM, IN THE SECOND PHASE WHICH IS THE
PHASE WHICH CONCERNS THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
AND THE MLF, UPON THE HOLDING OF DIRECT DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THEM
Ok THE THRTERNAL POLITICAL SOLUTIONS FOR SOUTH VIETNAM, THE
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM STANDS READY TO REDUCE THE EFFECTIVES OF
ITS ARMED FORCES AND BEMOBILIZE THE TROOPS BEING REDUCED IN
EQUAlL NUMBERS AND PARALLELLY WITH THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE MEMBERS
OF TH ARMED UNITS 10 BE DEMOBILIZED. THE TWO SOUTH
AMESE PARTIES WILL DISCUSS AND AGREE ON THE MODALITIES AND
THE TIMING OF THIS PARALLEL DEMOBILIZATION.

ON THE POLITICAL PROVISIONS, WE HAVE

ALSS FPUT FORTH A CONSTRUCTIVE FORMULA WHMICH IS LESS ARBITRARY
AUD IMORE DEMOCRATIC THAN THE COMMUMIST PROPOSAL. WE HAVE PROPOSED
A REFERENDUM UNDER INTERNATIONAL SUPERVISION TO DETERMINE THE.
COMPOGITION OF THE COMMITTEE IM CHARGE OF ORGANIZING THE
ELFCTIONS,., NEY PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD WITHIN FIVE
MONTHS OF THE SIGNING OF THE ASREEMENT, PRIOR TO THE ELECTIONS,
THE TRCUMRENT PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
VIETHAM wIll RESIGN. AFTER THE ELECTIONS, T E PRESIDENT~-ELECT
WILL FORM A GOVERNMENT IN WHICH ALL THE POLITICAL PARTIES ARE
REPRESENTED IN PROPORTION TO THE NUMBER OF VOTES THEY WILL HAVE
RECEIVED IN THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, FURTHERMORE THIS NEY
FLECTED CGOVERNMENT OF MATIONAL COALITION WILL, WITH THE ADVICE
OF THE COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL.RECONCILIATION, REVIEW THE EXISTING
CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM FOR ITS CONSISTENCY WITH
THE CONDITIONS OF PEACE,

WE BELIEVE THAT THESE PROPOSALS ARE VERY :
FORTHCOMIN® AND CAN CONTRIBUTE TO A PROMPT AND HONORABLE SETTLEMENT
IF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS COULD BE BROUGHT TO BE LESS
UNREASONABLE.



@i s

MR. PRESIDENT, : .

I MAVE .1ST EXPOSED TO YOU THE REASONS WHY

VIEW T““T ANY FAIR AND LOGICAL SETTLEMENT TO THIS CONFLICT
FIRST RT”OLVE OlIR TWO BASIC PROBLEMS IN A SATISFACTORY
KANHEER.

AS MY AMBASSADORS IN PARIS HAVE DISCHSSED

WITH Y°”° °C°RECENTATIVES, I THINX TMAT AS LONG AS THOSE VITAL
PRORLENS ARE NMOT RESOLVED, THE OTHER POINTS IN THE DRAFT
AGREENMENT CANNOT BE USEFULLY DISCUSSED.

YOUR REPRESENTATIVES INFORMED MY Al RASSADORS

I! PARIS THAT WE ARE NOW FACING A DIFFICULT SITUATION BECAUSE
OF THE INTRANSIGENCE OF HANOI, AND THUS WE HAVE TO MAKE AN
PRAENT DFCISION, YOUR REPRESENTATIVES HAVE ALSO EXPLAINED TO

MY ANMSASSADORS THAT IN THE OPINION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE

i UNITED ”TATWS, THERE ARE OHLY TWwO ROADS LEFT TO THE REPUBLIC

OF VITTHAM:

EITHER TO JOIN THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

I SIREING THE AGREEMENT IN ITS PRESENT FORM WITH SOME MINOR
CHANCES, THUS LEAVING THE TWwO BASIC PROBLEMS UNRESOLVED, OR
WE WILL YAVE TO FACE THE TERMINATION OF AID FROM THE UNITED
STATES CONGRESS AND LOSS OF SUPPORT OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

-

THIS REPRESENTS AN TMPOSSIBLE CHOICE FOR

© THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PENPLE SINCE THE Tw0 COURSES OF ACTION

THAT ARF OFFERED TO US ARE EQUALLY HOPELESS: EITHER TO ACCEPT

AN AGRTEMENT THAT WILL DESTROY OUR COUNTRY, OR TO SUCCUMB UNDER
THE SUDDSH AND COMPLETE TERMINATION OF ASSI%TQWCE FROM OUR
PRINCIPALY ALLY IN THE FACE OF AN ENEMY WHO CONTINUES TO BE AIDED
BY THE ENTIRE CONMUNIQT CWiP.

TUE TSSTRTIAL PROBLEM IS ”F”THFR THE :

GOYTREMENT AND PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES ARE STILL WILLING

YO PELP AND SUPPORT THE QN”T” VIETNAMESE MATION IN ITS FIGHT
FAR FRETNN AND TNDEPENDEMCE, WE HAVS ALL ALONG BELIEVED IN THE
¥AZLE GRALS OF THE UNITED STATES AS LEADER OF THE FREE WORLD

A FLAM 3ITARER OF LIBERTY, DEMOCRACY AND THE 'PRINCIPLE OF SELF
DETERMINATION OF PEOPLES. '

Now TYAT I HAVE EXPLAINED THE PROBLEMS AND

CNNCFRIS OF SOUTH VIETNAY, THE DECISION AS TO WHETHER OR NOT

T0 C“fTT“”V TH UELP THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE TO PRESERVE Tl
THEIR FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE RESTS WITH THE UNITED STATEg/ SIS
GOVERHNMENT AND PEOPLE.

OUR 7r1ﬁTIQ ISHIP. AND PARTNERSHIP HAVE BEEN

BASED 0i COMPLETE MUTUAL TRUST AND OUR GENUINE DESIRE TO HELP
EAC” “TV”R IN THE GREAT ENDEAVOUR TO REACH AN HONORABLE
SETTLENENT OF THIS WAR. THIS PARTNERSHIP HAS BEEN SEALED AT THE
MIDWAY SUMMIT MEETING IN JUNE 1969, AND HAS BEEN FURTHER |
CORRNSARATED BY THE NIXON DOCTRINE WHICH YOU OUTLINED IN GUAM
IN [AY 1969 AND STRESSED IN YOUR REPEE).;~¥‘"HDITED STATES ™ o ok

CONGRESS ON FEBRUARY 18, 1970,

" |TOP SECHET SEL.SITIVE
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10z AVBASSADOR BURNKER
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DELIVER OPENING OF BUUSIMNESS

I APPLAUDED THE GREAT WISDOM OF YOUR DOCTRINE. :

T REALTIZED THAT THE UNITED STATES CAN NO LONGER MAINTAIN THE
"RCLE OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE XEEPER, AND THAT IF THE UNITED STATES
IS WwILLING TO PARTICIPATE IN THE DEFENSE AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE
ALLTIED AKD FRIENDLY NATIONS, THESE NATIONS THEMSELVES HAVE TO
CONTRIZUTE ALL THEIR EFFORTS IM T”VIR SELF DEFENSE,

$ URL THE r"I ST MAN TO APPROVE THV NIXON

DOCTRIME DECAUSE I CONSIDERED IT LOGICAL, REASONABLE AND JUST
FOR. BOTH THE UNITED STATES WHICH PROVIDES HELP AND THE ALLIED
COUNTRIES HICH BENEFIT FROM THAT HELP TO DEFEND THEIR OwN
INDEPEHNDENCE AND FREEDOM,

IN THE CONTEST OF THAT DOCTRINE, I

ENTHUSTACSTICALLY ENDORSED THE "VIETRAMIZATION™ POLICY WHICH YOU
ADVOCATED IN ORDER TO HELP THE ARMED FORCES OF THE REPUBLIC OF
VIET Al GROW AND ASSUME BY THEMSELVES THE BURDEN OF THE FIGHTING
AND REPLACE THE US TROOPS SO THAT THE LATTERS CAN RETURN HOME,
AT THAT TINE, THE LEADERS OF MANY OTHER ASIAN NATIONS HAD SERIOUS
MISGIVINKGS ABOUT THAT POLICY. WHEN I VISITED THEM SHORTLY A FEW
DAYS BEFORE YOU AMD I MET AT MIDWAY AND ANNOUMCED THE FIRST
WYITHDRAWAL FROM SOUTH VIETNAM OF 25,229 TROOPS, I PERSOHNALLY

HeD TO EXPLAIN TO PRESIDENT PARK CHUNS HEE AND PRESIDENT CHIANG
KAT SHEX THAT THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE US FORCES HAS TO COME,
PRAVIDED THAT THE UNITED STATES HELP ADEQUATELY THE COUNTRIES

IN THIS AREA TO ASSUME THEIR OwN DEFENSE.

WHEN YOU VISTITED SAIGON AND WE DISCUSSED
- 0N THF PERSPECTIVES OF THE VIETNAM WAR, I STILL REMEMBER THAT
I NBSERVED TC YOU THEN THAT THMIS WAR HAS BEEN THE LONGEST WAR
FAOR THY UMITED STATES OF AMERICA. THEREFORE IN MY VIEW, THE
REST SOLUTICN FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED. STATES IS TO HELP
THE RTPUTLIC OF VIETNAM TO BE SELF-SUFFICIENT IN MILITARY AS
WELL AS TCONOMIC FIELDS, IN ORDER FOR IT TO GRADUALLY ASSUME
ALL THE RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS WAR AMD THUS ALLEVIATE THE BURDEN
FOR THE U"FITED STATES, IN THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM, I HOPE
YOU wILL AGREE WITH ME THAT WHAT I PROMISED YOU TWO YEARS AGO
HAQ REFNL ACHIEVED TO A LLARGE DEGREE: AT THE END OF 1972, THE
‘TP FORCES OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM WILL ASSUME THE ENTIRE
RV“PO 'ST3TLITY FOR THE GROUND FI"”TINP AND THUS ENABLE ALL THE
NS ARMY TO UIT”DRAW.



ALEO EXPOUNDED TO YﬂH AT THAT TIME THE '
VEED FOR CONTINUED STRATEGIC AND TACTICAL US AIR SUPPORT TILL
THE ERD 0F 1973 WHILE WAITING FOR THE "VIETNAMIZATION™ OF OUR
AIR FORCE T0O BE COMPLETED.

")""‘t——'(

I ALSO EXPLAINED THAT THE YEARS 1972 AND

1973 wOULD BE VERY CRUCIAL FOR THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM BECAUSE
THT COMMUNISTS WOULD LAUNCH A BIG OFFENSIVE PRIOR TO THE US
FLECTIONS, AND THAT AFTER THE ELECTIONS THERE WOULD BE A DECISIVE
CoOX *RS?TATIO“ BETWEEN THE NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMIES.

THE UUTTED STATES GOVERNMENT AGREED YWITH
ME THEM, AND MY PREDICTION HAS BEEN PROVEN BY FACTS.

ToDAY THE US TROOPS WILL BE COMPLETELY

”IT”3RA”“ IN THE MEXT FEW MONTHS AND THE "VIETNAMIZATION" IS
 BEING VERY SUCCESSFUL AND OM SCHEDULE, THERE OMNLY REMAINS THE
"YIETHAMIZATION™ OF OUR ATR FORCE WHICH WILL TAKE SOME MORE
TIME. THIS ALSO IS ON SCHEDULE. ~

ALl THAT IS NEEDED HNOW IS FOR THE NIXON
DACTRINE TO CONTINUE TO BE APPLIED FOR VIETNAM AS WELL AS FOR
OTHER S¥ALL COUNTRIES IN SOUTH EAST ASIA AS YOU HAD ADVOCATED.

PEOPLE HAVE TN ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE SITUATION.

b gANTY UIETNAM TS AH OUTSTAMDING CASE IF THEY LOOK BACK AND

STE TYAT, IN COMPARISON TO KOREA 19 YEARS AFTER THE TERMINATION
g§F 1TEL '“D THE UNITED STATES STILL KAS.TO MAINTAIN MORE' THAN
13,“““ TRO q°q AND THAT TN EURNPE, THE UNITED STATES STILL HAS

TO MATNTAIN 5“” #@3 TROOPS 27 YEA?S AFTER THE END OF UORLD WAR II
I8 ORDER 10O DQrSFRV“ PEACE.

IT SFEMS TN ME THAT BATH OUR GOVERNMENTS
Cali BE PROUD OF TFE SUCCESS OF THE "VIETNAMI?ATIO&

I HAYS LED THE REPUBLIC OF VIETHNAM THROUGH

ANY TRIBNLATIONS, WITH THE NOBLE HELP OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE,
”” HAVE Hbﬂ A VEQY CLOSE COOPERATION AND PUT MY FAITH IN YOUR:
DCCTRIN



iIT 13 WY HOOF THAT WHEN DR, DUC TALKS TO
Yo', HE wILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPOUND IN GREATER DETAILS
ON OUR PROBLEMS AND DIFFICULTIES.

HOWEVER, IF AFTER THAT YOU STILL HAVE POINTS

TO CLARIFY THEN, T THINK THAT THE TIME HAS COME FOR YOU AND ME

TO REVIFY TOGETHRER IN COMPLETE FRANKNESS ALL THE ASPECTIS OF OUR
CONMON ENDEAVOURS TO END THF WAR AND RESTORE PEACE. WE WOULD

THEH 27 A3LE TO EXPLAIN TO EACH OTHER THE KIND OF PEACE WE ARE
SEEX¥ING, WILL WE STRIVE TO ACHIEVE AN HONORABLE SETTLEMENT WHICH
CU'ARANTESS FOR THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM THE RIGHT TO SELF
DETERMINATION FREE FROM FEAR AND COERCION? OR ARE WE RESIGNED

CT0 A SETTLEMENT THAT WOULD HAVE WASTED THE EFFORTS AND SACRIFICES
OF OUR SOLDIERS AND CITIZENS, AND WOULD PLACE THE 17 MILLION

AND p MALF SOUTH VIETNAMESE UNDER COMMUNIST TYRANNY AFTER SOME
INTERVAL? :
I BELILVE THAT THIS IS AN EXTREMELY IMPORTANT
DECISION WHICH WE HAVE TO TAKE.

I HAVE REEN INFORMED THAT IN THE EVENT WE ‘ ]
CANNNT ACCEPT THE ABSURD DEMANDS OF THE COMMUNISTS, THE UNITED
STATES wOULD SEEK A SEPARATE ARRAHNGEMENT WITH NORTH VIETNAM FOR

THE WITHDRAWAL OF US FORCES AND THE RETURN OF AMERICAN PRISONERS
oF UAR.

iF I8DEED THE QUESTIOP OF THE PRISONERS

OF WpR IS AN IMPORTANT QUESTION FOR YOU, I BELIEVE THERE STILL
ARE. WwAYS TO OBTAIN THEIR RELEASE OTHER THAN JEOPARDIZING THE
FATE OF THE 17 MILLION AND HALF c””T” VTFTNANESE.

AR T3 o ArEas
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O THE QUESTION OF GETTING ALL THE US PRISONERS

OF 'JAR BACK BEFORE CHRISTMAS, IF INDEED THAT IS WHAT YOU WANT
MOST, I THIMK THAT, IN DEALING WITH THE STUBBORN NORTH VIETNAMESE
Cﬂ?%?ﬂI3"S WHO COMPLETELY DISREGARD HUMANITARIAN PRINCIPLES AND
"MSE THE AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR AS POLITICAL HOSTAGES, THE
URITED STATES SHOULD TAKE MORE ADEQUATE AND EFFICIENT MEASURE

TO DEAL WITH NORTH VIETNAM AND WITH THEIR MASTERS WHO ARE THE
SOVIET UNION -AND RED CHINA., I BELIEVE THAT THE UNITED STATES
CouULD ALSO MOBILIZE WORLD PUBLIC OPINION MORE EXTENSIVELY BECAUSE
CUR CA!USE IS RIGMT.

AS REGARDS THE REpﬂglIC OF VIETNAM, IN

ORDER TO EXPRESS OUR DEEP “PATIT”DF TOWARDS THE PEOPLE AND THE
GOVERKIZHET OF THE UNITED STATES, WE ARE PREPARED TO DO ALL WE

CAN FOR THE LIBERATION OF US PRISONERS OF WAR. TO THAT EFFECT,

WE ARE READY TO RELEASE ALL THE 172,990 NORTH VIETNAMESE PRISONERS
OF WAR IF THIS MAY HASTEN THE DaY WOR THE US PRISONERS OF WAR

TO BE REURITED WITH THEIR FAMILITES. FOR THIS, WE DO NOT EVEN
DEMAND THAT NORTH VIETHNAM RECIPROCATES IN RELEASING IN RETURN

THE LARGE NUMBER OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE PRISONERS OF WAR NOW IN
CovpiINIST EANDS,

I WwISH TO RECALL HERE THAT IN THE PAST FOUR

YEARS, YOI atD I HAVE PUT FORWARD MANY PEACE PROPOSALS AND PEACE
INITIATIVES, Off THOSE OCCASIONS, 1 PERSONALLY TOOK HEAVY RISKS
OF SERIQUS INTERNAL INSTABILITY. 1IN EACH INSTANCE, YOU TOLD ME
THAT THIS WAS THE LAST MILE AND THAT WE SHOULD GO NO FURTHER.

DURING ALL THAT TIME, THE COMMUNISTS

AT TAI‘"U THEIR QTUBB RN ATTITUDE AND SYSTEMATICALLY PREPARED
FAR THEIR REMNERAL OFFENSTVE, WHICH wAS SPEARHEADED BY MANY
INFARTRY DIVISINKS, THOHSANDS OF TANKS AND SOPHISTICATED ARTILLERY
SWARMING ACROSS THE DMZ LAST APRIL.

FACED WITH THIS RUTHLESS ENEMY, I THINK THAT WE
CANNDT PNT OURSELVES AT A FREAT DISADVANTAGE BY IMPOSIKG DEADLINES
WP”: OURSELVES, I VENTURE TO SAY HERE THAT THIS WOULD SEEM UNWISE

N SUCHE AN IMPORTANT AND COMPLEX ENDFAVOR AS THAT OF ESTABLISHING
A LASTING PEACE, , v :



IN ALL THE MESSAGES YOU HAVE SENT TO ME,

YOU OFTEN SAID THAT WE SHOULD NOT LET THE COMMUNISTS DIVIDE US
AND EXPLOIT OUR DISAGREEMENTS, YOU ALSO BLAMED THE REPUBLIC OF
VIETN2{T FOR HAVING CREATED OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE COMMUNISTS BY
REFUSING TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT., HOWEVER, WHEN WE SET TO OURSELVES
A DEADLINE TO TIE BOTH OF US, AMD WHEN THE UNITED STATES KEEPS
PRGING THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM TO MEET THAT DEADLINE, WE ARE
CREATING VERY GOOD OPPORTUNITIES INDEED FOR OUR ENEMY TO DIVIDE
us. b=

BESIDZS, THE COMMUNISTS TRY TO EXPLOIT THE

AWKWARD POSITION IN WHICH THE UMITED STATES MNEGOTIATES THE FATE
OF SOUTH VIETNAM IN PLACE OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT,
THEY MAKE PRESSURE ON THE UNITED STATES TO CONCEDE ON FUNDAMENTAL
POINTS RELATING TO THE INTERNAL POLITICS OF SOUTH VIETNAM,

AS YOU MAY RECALL, SINCE THE TALKS STARTED

I¥ 1968, WE HAVE MANY TIMES PRESENTED OUR VIEWS THAT THE QUICKEST
ARD ¥3ST ELEGANT wWAY TO COME TO AN AGREEMENT ON ENDING THE WAR
AHD RESTORING PEACE IS FOR THE UNITED STATES TO LEAVE THE
POLITICAL PROBLEMS TO THE VIETNAMESE TO SOLVE BETWEEN THEMSELVES.
IN THIS REGARD, THE GOVERHNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES IN ITS '
STATEMENT OF MOVEMBER 25, 195%, SPECIFICALLY DECLARED THAT THE
ORTH VIETNAMESE DELEGATIOM MUST TALK DIRECTLY AND SERIOUSLY
WITH THE REPUBLIC OF VIETHNAM®'S DELEGATION, AND THAT THE REPUBLIC.
OF VIETMNAM IS TO TAKE THE LEAD AND TO BE THE MAIN SPOKESMAN

ON ALL MATTERS WHICH ARE -OF PRINCIPAL COMNCERN TO SOUTH VIETNAM.

WE COMPLETELY AGREE WITH THIS AND BELIEVE

THAT IT WILL BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO BOTH OUR GOVERANMENTS IF THE
UNITED STATES IS ONLY TO DISCUSS WITH THE COMMUNISTS THE MILITARY
QUESTICNS OR MATTERS WHICH CONCERN DIRECTLY THE UNITED STATES

AND THE DENMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, AND THEN HAVE THE
COMMULISTS DISCUSS WITH THE REPUBLIC OF VIETMAM ON THE OTHER
MATTERS WHICH PURELY CONCERN THE VIETHNAMESE,

THE UNITED STATES WOULD THEN SUPPORT 1S AS
THE CASE MAY BE, IN THE BACKGROUND, AS THE RUSSIANS AND THE
CHINESE HAVE BEEN DOING WITH THE COMMUNISTS.

THE DELTMITATION OF SUCH AREAS OF COMPETENCE

I THE COKNDUCT OF NEAROTIATIONS wILL HELP OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS

TO ARRIVE AT AN AGREEMENT IN MORE REASONABLE TERMS. IN OTHER
"WORDS, WE THINY THAT THE "VIETNAMIZATION" OF THE PEACE WILL BE
THE REST waY TO BREAX THE PRESENT DEADLOCK AND HELP THE SOUTH
VIFTLANMESE TN DECIDING THEIR OWN FATE, AS THE UNITED STATES HAS
HELPED US TO ASSUME BY OURSELVES THE DEFENSE OF OUR LAND THROUGH
THE "VIETHAMIZATION™ OF THE WAR.



VTN'L‘Y I MnusT SaY 1IN ALL CANDOR THAT T WAS
TOTALLY DISMAYED AND COULD NOT COMPREHEND THE POINTS YOU RAISED
IN YOUR NOVEMBER 23 LETTER ADDRESSED TO ME.

a% THE @UESTION OF THE PRESS CAMPAIGHN

ENanATII® FROM SAIGOMN, I CAMN ASSURE YOU THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO
OFFICIAL IN MY GOVERNMENT CONMNECTED WITH THE CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS
OR ANY OFFICIAL NEWS AGENCY WHO HAS REVEALED ANYTHING RELATED

T2 TVTZ TALKS OR LAUNCHED ANY PERSONAL ATTACKS AGAINST ANY
AYERICAN OFFICIAL. AS A MATTER OF FACT, MOST OF THE NEWS ABOUT
THE SO-CALLED RIFT BETWEEN SAIGON AND WASHINGTON ORIGINATED FROM
THE FORTIAN PRESS CORPS IN SAIGON, MAY I POINT OUT TO YOU THAT
ONE OF TUE TRICKS OF THE FOREIGMN PRESS CORPS IN SAIGON IS TO
QUOTE THFRIR STORIES FROM SOURCES RENTIRELY DIFFERENT FROM THE
ACT!'AL SNOURCES FROM WHICH THEY GET THEIR STORIES. SO THE QUESTION
FOR US M7y IS WHETHER WE SHOULD MAINTAIN THE COMPLETE FREEDOM

OF THE PRESS OR TAKE MEASURES AGAINST THOSE OF TFE FOREIGN PRESS . o
- YWHO SPREAD TENDENCIOUS MNEWS STO?IES. . D HRE

> (10P SECAET SENSITIVE.
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DELTVER OPEMNING OF BUUSINESS

WITH REGARD TO THE CHARGE THAT THE REPUBLIC
oF VTET AM IS5 ENGAGING IN DILATORY TACTICS IN AN EFFORT TO SCUTTLE
THE AGREEMENT, T MUST ADMIT THAT I CANNOT UNDERSTAND THE REASON
BEHIED SUCH A CHARGE. WE HAVE PUT FORWARD MANY FORTHCOMING
PROPOSALS AND INITIATIVES, AND WE HAVE ASKED YOUR REPRESENTATIVES
TO FIGHT FOR OUR LIFE OR DEATH PROBLENMS, IT 1S HANOI AND NOT US
WwHO, BY THEIR TOTAL INTRANSIGNENCE, HAS SCUTTLED THE AGREEMENT,

CONCERNING THE PROTOCOLS RELATED.-TO THIS

A (-\‘-_—{v.ﬁ nAT

§

T, I WISH 10 MAKE CLEAR THAT THE DELAY IS DUE TO THE
FACT THAT OUR MILITARY STAFF HAVE BEEN WORKING ON THE BASIS .OF
THE TOTAL WITHDRAWAL OF THE MNORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS, WHILE MACV
BASES ITS WORK ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE
TROOPS WILL STAY IN SOUTH VIETNAM. .

DEAR !"R. PRESIDENT,

I CORVEY TO YOU IN ALL CANDOR MY VIEWS ON

THE MAJCR ASPECTS OF THE PENDING PEACE SETTLEMENT I6 THE SPIRIT
OF THE VERY CLOSE AND CONFIDENT RELATIONSHIP WHICH HAS ENABLED
Us 10 OVERCOME TOGETHER SO MANY DIFFICULTIES TN THE PAST FOUR

YEARS.,

THE BLOOD WHICH HAS REEN SHED BY SO WMARY j
SOLDIERS OF OUR TwO COUNTRIES FIGHTING SIDE BY SIDE HAS FORGED
UNBREAKARLE RBONDS OF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN OUR TwOo NATIONS. WE OWE
TO THEM TO ENSHRE THAT THE SACRIFICES THEY HAVE NMADE WILL NG
CANTRIBITE IO THE KIND OF PEACE THEY GAVE THEIR LIVES TO BRING
AROUT. THOSE BRAVE MEN HAVE BEEN CALLED UPON 10 FIGHI TO REPEL
THE CRUDE NOTH VIET?QMTSF AGGRESSION IN ORDER- TO ENABLE THE
PEQPLE OF SOUTH VIETMAM TO LIVE IN FREEDOM, AND TO ESTABLISH
GEHUIME PEACE AND STABILITY FOR THIS PART OF THE WORLD., TO THAT
EFFECT, OUR TWO GOVERNEMENTS, IN MANY SUMMIT CONFERENCES AND
NUNMERQUS STATEMENTS, HAVE DECLARED THAT THE PURPOSE OF OUR =
STRUGCLE IS TO MAXKE SURE FHAT AGGRESSION SHOULD NOT BE REWARDED,
AND THAT THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM ARE ENTITLED TO.EXERT _
THEIR RISBHT TO SELF DETERMINATION FREE FROM THE PRESSUE OF
VIOLENCE .AND TREAT OF FORCE, AND FREE FROM ANY EXTERNAL
INTERFERENCE, ;



FOR TEE REASONS T EXPLAINED ABOVE THE DRAFT

AGRTEMENT WHICH THE COMMUNISTS ATT"MPT TO IMPOSE ON US CANNOT

3Y ANY OBJECTIVE STANDARD FULFILL THESE CRITERIA. ON THE CONTRARY,
THEY wILL NEGATE ALL THE EFFORTS AND SACRIFICES WE HAVE MADE FOR

an ; (\ur-.

I wOULD LIKE Tn POINT OUT AGATIN THAT THE

VIEWS T TYPRESS HERE ARE NOT MY PERSONAL ONES THEY REFLECT THE

FIRM CORVICTION OF THE 17 MILLION AND A HALF PEOPLE OF THE REPUBLIC
OF YISTNAM, IN EVERY WALX OF LIFE, AS EXPOUNDED FORCEFULLY AND

IR T"‘PRGQLV BY TPVI? ELECTED LEADERS AT ALL LEVELS, IN THE NATIOKAL
ASSEMBLY, THE SUPREME COURT, THE PROVINCIAL AND VILLAGE COUNCILS
THROUGHOUT THE LAND, AS WELL AS DIRECTLY AND SPONTANEQUSLY IN
POPULAR ARD SPONTA“EO”S DEMONSTRATIONS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY,
HBEQN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE POINTS IN THE COMMUNIST DRAFT AGREEMENT
PUBLISHED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AGGRESSORS IN THEIR RADIO
BROADCAST LAST MONTH.

B ONE CAN DENY THAT SOUTH VIET-NAM IS THE

VICTIM NF A BLATANT AGCGRESSION COMMITTED BY NORTH VTFTNAM THEREFORE,
ANY SUGGESTION THAT OUR PEOPLE AND THEIR ELECTED LEADERS ARE AN
OTST“FL TO PEACE FOR REFUSING THE TERMS IMPOSED BY THE AGGRESSIONS.
IS A MOST CRUEL IRONY.

I A¥M AUARE THAT, FROM THE STANDPOINT OF THE

"MITED STATES, THIS PROTRACTED WAR IN A FARAWAY LAND HAS BEEN
TAXINC TOO HFAVILY ON YOUR HUMAN AND NATURAL RESOURCES, THEREFORE,
THIS CAHNOT GO ON INDEFINITELY. THAT IS YHY YOU HAVE AROUSED GREAT
ADMIRATINY THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND STRONG SUPPORT IN THE UNITED
"T"’“~ WITH THT NIXON DONCTRINE, WHERERY THE UNITED STATES WILL
CONTINUE TO HONOR ITS COMMITMENTS ABROAD, AND WILL HELP OTHER
“T““L"“ 'TO DEFEND THE MSELVES, EACH MENACED COUNTRY BEING EXPECTED
TO PROVIDE TIHE MANPOWER AND TO DISPLAY THE DETERMINATION IN ITS
SELF-DEFEHNSE., IN THIS REGARD, YOU HAVE CONSIDERED THE REPUBLIC

OF VIETHAM AS THE TEST CASE OF THE NIXON DOCTRINE.

I AM PROUD TO SAY THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE

PEOPLE HAVE DONE FULLY THEIR SHARE IN THIS JOINT UNDERTAKING.

AT A TIVE WwHEN THE UMITED STATES HAS WITHDRAWN HALF A MILLION

OF ITS TROOPS, THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES AND PEOPLE HAVE
THWYARTED A GV'ERAL OFFENSIVE LAUNCHED THIS YEAR BY THE NORTH
VIETUANESE AGGRESSORS WITH HUGE AND SOPHISTICATED ARMAMENTS
SUPPLIED BY THE COMMUNIST POWERS.



. DF THE DRAF T AP?WPM”‘T WITHIN VPQY CLOSE DEADLINES,

THE AGGRESSCRS HAVE BEEN GREATLY UVAVVNFD :
BY THAT SFTBACK. THE NIXON DOCTRINE HAS BEEN FULLY VINDICATED.

WHAT REMAINS IS ONLY TO ACHIEVE WHAT HAS BEEN MOSTLY DONE ALREADY,
TO FULFILL OUR COMMON GOALS OF PEACE WITH HONOR, AND A GENUINE
AND LASTING PEACE FOR SOUTH-EAST ASIA.

TEAD, T“"vbCCEPTANCE OF THE SETTLEMENT,
THE COMMUNISTS NOw TRY TO IMPOSE ON US, WILL FRUSTRATE AND
FEAT OUR COMMON BASIC PURPOSES, BECAUSE IN THAT SETTLEMENT THE

.FGNﬁ“ 1IST AGGRESSORS REFUSE TO ACFFPT THE OBLIGATION TO WITHDRAW

THEIR TROOPS COMNCURRENTLY WITH THE WITHDRAWAL OF ALLIED TROOPS
FROM SOUTH VIETNAM. THE DRAFT AGREEMENT ALSO DISCARDS THE ESSENTIAL
PRINCIPLES OF THE 1954 QENEVA AGREEMENT, BY THE REFUSAL OF HANOI,
AMORG OTHER THINGS, TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE PRINCIPLE THAT THE TwO
STATES OF VIETNAM, DEMARCATED BY THE 17TH PARALLEL HAVE TO RESPECT
THE DUVZ A5 WEIL AS EACH OTHER'S TERITORY. FURTHERMORE, IN THE

DRAFT ACGREEMENT NORTH VIETNAM ARROGATES THE RIGHT TO IMPOSE A
POLITICAL SOLUTION ON THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM, WHICH IS BOTH
CONTRARY TO THE 1954 GENEVA AGREEMENT AND TO THE FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, UNDER WHICH NO STATE IS ENTITLED
T0 IKTERFERE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF ANOTHER STATE. UNDER THESE
CIRCUMSTANCES ONE CAN HARDLY WOMNDER WHY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE
AGGRESSORS WHO HAVE BEEN SO UNCOOPERATIVE DURING FOUR YEARS OF
PEACE TALKS IN PARIS NOW CLAMOR SO LOUDLY FOR THE PROMPT SIGNATURE
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I AM AWARE THAT THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS

LOOKE 0% FOREIGN AID WITH MISGIVINGS., BUT I HAVE NO DOUBT THAT
WITH YCUR FORCEFUL PERSUASIVE LEADERSHIP, YOU CAN GAIN SUPPORT
F0R WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE TO SAFEGUARD FREEDOM AND THE LONG RANGE
SECURITY OF THE FREE WORLD, AS YOU HAVE DONE ON MANY PREVIOUS
QCCASINNS IN RECENT YEARS, AND EARLIFR THIS YEAR.

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS RIGHTLY

STATED THAT VIETNAM HAS BECOME A SYMBOL OF UNITED STATES FOREIGN
POLICY, AND THAT THE KIND OF SETTLEMENT FOR VIETNAM WILL DETERMINE
THE XItD OF PEACE INK OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD. IN FACT, THE NATIONS
OF THE wORLD ARE CLOSELY WATCHING THE KIND OF PEACE TO BE MADE IN
”T"T”‘V TO DETERMINE THEIR COURSES OF ACTION IN THE PRESENT

AND IN THE FUTURE.

-

THE ISSUE THEREFORE GOES MUCH BEYOND. VIETNAM

ITSELF, BUT THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE CANNOT DO LESS THAN TO CONVEY TO
YOU, IN UTMOST SINCERITY AND FRAMNKNESS THEIR VIEWS ON THIS VITAL
EATTER, ON THE BASIS-OF THEIR LONG AND INTIMATE EXPERIENCES WITH
COMMUNIST TOTALITARIAMNISM AND EXPANSIONISM, AND BECAUSE THEY, WILL
HAVE TO LIVE OR DIE UNDER THE SETTLENMENT TO BE CONCLUDED WITH THE
COMMUIIIST AGGRESSCRS. :

M0 MATTER WHAT ACTION YOU FEEL YOI HAVE TO :

TAXE U¥DER THE -CIRCUMSTANCES, I wISH TO ASSURE YOU, MR. PRESIDENT,
THAT THE VITTMNAMESE PEOPLE AND MYSELF ARE DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR WHAT
YOU HAVE DOHNT IN RELATION TO VIETNAM IN RECENT YEARS. I HOPE AND
PRAY THAT OIR. GRATITUDF WILL GO FAR BEYOND IT, AND FUTURE
GE&ERATIDNQ IN VIETNAM WILL REMEMBER YOU AS THE LEADER OF A GREAT
ALLTIED NATION WHICH WILL BRING ABOUT LASTING PEACE IN FREEDOM

FOR VIETHAY AND SOUTH-EAST ASIA.

WITH XINDEST REGARDS,

SINCERELY,
THIEU

END OF TEXT -

WARM REGARDS



